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to Arta on the West. The form of government was to be
a Constitutional Monarchy, and the Crown, having been
successively declined by Prince John of Saxony and Prince
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg (afterwards King of the Belgians),
was eventually accepted in 1832 by Prince Otto of Bavaria.
Capodistrias, who had been ruling Greece since 1827, was
assassinated in 1831, and the way was clear, therefore, for
Prince Otto. But Otto was not a happy choice; he
neglected the national feelings, and chafed under the limita-
tions imposed on him by the Constitution. An abortive
revolution broke out in 1843, and a more successful one in
1862, when King Otto was expelled. The Greeks were
anxious for a king from the English royal family, and the
Crown was offered to Prince Alfred. But the protecting
Powers, England, France and Russia, had pledged them-
selves not to allow any of their cadets to accept the throne,
and in 1863 England obtained for the Greeks the services
of a Danish prince, and at the same time presented him
with the Ionian Isles. King George's task was not entirely
easy, but under him Greece made considerable progress on
the path of Constitutional Government, and after many
attempts obtained a rectification of her frontier by the
acquisition of Thessaly and a strip of Epirus (1884).
The Duke of Wellington declared the Treaty of Adrian-
ople to be the ' death-blow to the independence of the
Ottoman Porte, and the forerunner of the dissolution and
extinction of its power'. The Duke underrated the recu-
perative powers of the * sick man ' and the cleverness with
which he could make use of the jealousies of European
Powers. The Hellenic rising, issuing in a Greek kingdom,
has indeed added one more factor to the well-nigh insoluble
problem of the ' Eastern Question *, but the Turk himself,
despite loss of provinces and curtailment of jurisdiction,
has exhibited unexpected vitality.1 ,,
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1 Some modification of tnescbtatementsr may now (1933) be called
for. Reference should therefore be made to my Europe and Beyond
(Methuen), chapters iii, xi, xii, and xiv, and to my Eastern Question
(Clarendon Press), Third Edition (1924), Epilogue II.